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Our starting point: Visions = where do we want to go?

Global visions: Rio+20 Regional visions (e.g. EU
2050 visions):
The future we want
Sustainable development goals
Agreed 10 year framework of
programmes on SCP

Sustainable
consumption visions
WBCSD 2050 visions
SPREAD sustainable lifestyles
visions

‘Our prosperity and healthy
environment stem from an innovative,
circular economy where nothing is
wasted, and where natural resources
are managed in ways that enhance our
society’s resilience

Economy-environment
visions? (GRF-SPC)
Economy and environment truly
integrated in a economic (national
accounting) system in which all social
and environmental externalities are
accounted for.

Forthcoming 2014 EEA Environmental Indicator Report:
Lifecycle impacts production-consumption systems

Part 1
Intro

Part II
Thematic
assessments

Part 3 Reflections

1. Introduction
5. Food

2. Production-consumption
systems in Europe – European
and global impacts

8. Comparing environmental
and policy aspects of globalised
production and consumption
systems

6. Electrical and electronic goods
3. Factors and global
megatrends shaping
environmental impacts of
production-consumption
systems
4. Policy concepts and
indicators

7. Clothing

9. Long term visions and
transitions to sustainable
production and consumption
systems

What is wrong? Example of trends in energy efficiency
and stock of electrical appliances in the EU

Source: EEA indicator SCP023, based on Enerdata

Pressures embedded in imports: Share of the EU-27’s
environmental footprint exerted outside EU borders

Source: EEA based on JRC/IPTS, 2012

How do we meet visions: Transitions require fundamental
changes in production and consumption systems
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Up-scaling of niches needed: For example, typology of new
business models for sustainable lifestyles

Source: ETC/SCP

Elements of a paradigm shift?
Before/now

Future

Reduce resource use and
environmental pressures from
production

Reduce lifecycle ressource use and
pressures from production and
consumption

Eksponentiel growth in income
and material use

Decrease of material use and
environmental impats. Steady state or
some growth in income.

National accounts and
environmental accounts are
separate

National accounts fully take into
account all social and environmental
externalities

Technology is solution

Technology and behaviour changes

Government responsibility

Responsibilities of governments,
business and civil society

Traditional linear business
models

New business models for sustainable
lifestyles

